ADAM SMITH

CHAPTER I

EARLY YEAKS

ADAM SMITH was born on June 5,1723, in the "lang
toun" of Kirkcaldy. It was one of the " mony royal
boroughs yoked on end to end like ropes of ingans,
with their hie-streets and their bootl^ an<L their
kraemes and houses of stane and lin
which led Andrew Fairservice to contrast " the king-
dom of Fife " with the inferior county of Northumber-
land; nay, it furnished him with a special boast,
" Kirkcaldy, the sell o't, is langer than ony toun in
England/' It had been a royal borough from the
time of Charles L, and had declined, like many other
Scotch towns, in the religious wars of the seventeenth
century. Many of its citizens who had fought for the
Covenant had fallen on the fatal field of Tippermuir.
But it still contained about 1500 inhabitants, who
were variously employed as colliers, fishermen, salters,
nailmakers, and smugglers. From the harbour you
might walk a mile or more westward along the High
Street, enjoying from time to time a glimpse of the
sea and shelving beach, where the line of shops opened
for a narrow "wynd," or a still narrower "close"
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